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ADMISSIONS 

2023 Barrister, New South Wales Bar  
 

2021  Solicitor, Supreme Court of New South Wales and High Court of Australia 
  

EDUCATION  

2020 Australian National University, Bachelor of Laws (Hons 1), Bachelor of International 

Security Studies 

 

Tuckwell Scholar, 2016 – 2020 

University Medal (Law), 2020 

ACT Supreme Court Judges’ Prize (top honours mark at graduation), 2020 

King & Wood Mallesons Prize for Law Studies (highest average grade across Property and 

Equity & Trusts), 2019 

Spark Helmore Prize for Equity & Trusts, 2019 

Deans Certificate for International Trade Law, 2019 

Ashurst Australia Prize for Corporations Law, 2018 

Clayton Utz Prize for Administrative Law, 2018 

Coral Bell Memorial Prize for Second Year Security Studies, 2017 

ACT Department of Public Prosecutions Prize for Criminal Law, 2017 

David Clark Ivan Memorial Prize for First Year Security Studies, 2016 

 

EXPERIENCE  

Since 2023 
 
2023 - 
 
 
2022 - 23 
 
2021 - 22  
 
 
2018-20 

Barrister, Banco Chambers 
 
Australian National University College of Law, Lecturer (Administrative Law), 
Marker (Legal Research) 
 
Allens, Lawyer (Commercial Disputes) 
 
Federal Court of Australia, Associate to the Hon Chief Justice James Allsop AC and 
the Hon Justice John Griffiths 
 
Australian Government Solicitor, Law Clerk (Dispute Resolution) 
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SELECTED CASES 

Appellate  

Unled  

Abraham v Minister for Immigration and Citizenship (Full Federal Court, NSD441/2026) – appeal from a decision 

seeking judicial review of a decision of the Minister’s delegate not to revoke a mandatory cancellation decision 

under s 501CA of the Migration Act 1958 (Cth) – direct access brief for applicant (pro bono) (ongoing) 

Kearney v Amirbeaggi (No 2) [2025] NSWCA 73; Kearney v Amirbeaggi (No 3) [2025] NSWCA 234; Kearney v 

Amirbeaggi (No 4) [2025] NSWCA 272; Kearney v Amirbeaggi [2026] NSWCA 65 –  various applications for leave 

to appeal from procedural orders, motions for expedition, stay of costs orders and adjournments  – instructed by 

YPOL Lawyers for the respondents (ongoing).  

Led 

ASIC v Web3 Ventures Pty Ltd (High Court, S136/2025) – appeal concerning application of financial product 

regime in Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) to crypto-currency related products – led by Fiona Roughley SC and Jerome 

Entwisle, instructed by Gilbert + Tobin for the respondent.  

ASIC v Web3 Ventures Pty Ltd [2025] FCAFC 58, appeal from orders granting relief from liability under s 1317S, 

cross-appeal concerning application of financial product regime in Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) to crypto-currency 

related products – led by Stephen Free SC and Jerome Entwisle, instructed by Gilbert + Tobin for the 

respondent/cross-appellant.  

CM v Trustees of the Roman Catholic Church for the Diocese of Armidale [2023] NSWCA 313 (Leeming and 

Payne JJA, Harrison CJ at CL), concurrent application for leave to appeal and appeal from a permanent stay of 

claims for historical child sexual abuse – led by Sebastian Hartford-Davis, instructed by Koffels Solictors & 

Barristers for the appellants.  

Seven Network (Operations) Limited v Fairfax Media Publications Pty Limited [2023] FCAFC 185 (Wheelahan, 

Anderson and Jackman JJ), acting for the successful respondent in respect of appeals from decisions dismissing 

applications to set aside subpoenas – led by Nicholas Owens SC and Christopher Mitchell.  

Shinetec (Australia) Pty Ltd v The Gosford Pty Ltd [2024] NSWCA 174 (Ward ACJ, Leeming and Kirk JJA), standby 

letter of credit subject to Rules on International Standby Practices ISP98, private international law issues arising 

from parallel proceedings in Australia and China – led by F Assaf SC and M Karam, instructed by Pinsent Masons 

for the appellants.  
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Common law 

Unled 

Chu v Minh Vo Lawyers (NSWLC) – alleged professional negligence relating to student visa and Administrative 

Review Tribunal proceedings – instructed by Sparke Helmore for the defendant (ongoing).  

DMT v The Scout Association of Australia New South Wales Branch (NSWSC, Common Law, Coleman J), opposing 

motion seeking a declaration of a binding settlement pursuant to s 73 of the Civil Procedure Act 2005 (NSW) – 

instructed by Koffels Solictors & Barristers for the plaintiff (settled during hearing of motion).  

Islamic Association of Western Suburbs Sydney v Islamic (NSWSC, Duty Judge), orders for possession and writ of 

execution in relation to commercial lease, claim for mesne profits and/contractual damages – instructed by 

Middleway Lawyers for the plaintiff, against Andrew Fernon SC.  

ME Business Group Pty Ltd & Ors v MillerPrince Pty Ltd (NSWDC, 2025/185242) – opposing security for costs 

application, overlapping claims by individual and corporate plaintiffs, instructed by YPOL Lawyers for the plaintiffs 

(ongoing).  

Moore & Ors t/as Piper Alderman v Hyland (NSWDC, 2025/69768) – debt claim under deed of settlement, 

defence and cross-claim raising issues of duress, unconscionable conduct and professional negligence – instructed 

by Piper Alderman for the plaintiff/cross-defendant (ongoing).  

Led 

Acropolium spol. s.r.o v SiteMinder Limited (NSWSC, Common Law, 2021/00199248), contractual dispute, tort of 

inducement of breach of contract – led by Christopher Mitchell, instructed by Gilbert & Tobin for the defendant 

(settled). 

Johnston v Allen [2024] NSWSC 187 (Parker J), application for release from Harman undertaking nunc pro tunc – 

led by Anne Horvath SC for the applicant. 

Kearney v Amirbeaggi [2025] NSWSC 455, alleged professional negligence by solicitor, application for permanent 

stay of proceedings based on abuse of process, refusal of adjournment applicaton – led by Fiona Roughley SC and 

Manal Hamdan, instructed by YPOL Lawyers for the defendants.  

Lavigne & Anor v Garrett & Anor (NSWSC, Common Law, 2022/00198862), alleged professional negligence by 

solicitors in a litigious property transaction – led by Grace Keesing, instructed by Sparke Helmore for the 

defendants (settled). 

Class actions  

A.C.N. 117 641 004 Pty Ltd (in liq) (in its capacity as trustee of the Vale Cash Management Fund) & Anor v S&P 

Global, Inc. & Anor (Federal Court, NSD881/2020, Shariff J, eight week trial from June 2025), tort of deceit, 

misleading or deceptive conduct in relation to ratings of collateralized debt obligations (including appearance at s 
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192A application seeking to exclude expert evidence in advance of trial: [2025] FCA 72) – led by Christopher 

Withers SC and Jerome Entwisle and with Louise Dargan, instructed by Banton Group for the applicants.   

Belmont Park Investments Pty Ltd v Fitch Ratings, Inc (Federal Court, NSD924/2024, Jackman J), tort of deceit, 

misleading or deceptive conduct in relation to ratings of collateralized debt obligations – led by Christopher 

Withers SC and Jerome Entwisle, instructed by Banton Group for the applicants.   

Commercial, corporations, equity and insolvency 

Unled  

Balatti v Big River Group Pty Ltd (NSWDC), claims for misleading or deceptive conduct and breach of implied 

guarantees under ACL arising out of supply of roofing materials for home renovation – instructed by DGB Lawyers 

for the plaintiff (ongoing).  

Flexicommercial Pty Ltd v Robertson (NSWDC), contractual claim arising from a personal guarantee – instructed 

by Duffy & Simon for the defendant (settled).  

Hitech Epoxy Australia Pty Ltd v Yiasemedes (NSWLC), claim for debt arising under contract for provision of 

building services, cross-claim for defective building work –instructed by Abbas Jacobs Lawyers for the plaintiff 

(settled).  

In the matter of De Security Pty Ltd (NSWSC, Equity Division, Corporations List, Black J, unreported), application 

to adjourn a winding up application under s 440A of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) – instructed by Concordia 

Legal for the Administrator.  

Jeffsann Excavations Pty Ltd v State of New South Wales & Anor (NSWSC, Equity Division, Technology and 

Construction List), claim for quantum meruit and equitable compensation arising for alleged design and 

construction works prior to public tender of significant repair works on a road damaged by flooding near 

Hawkesbury River – instructed by Wotton Kearney for the first respondent (ongoing).  

Re RCR Corporate Pty Ltd (NSWSC, Equity Division, Corporations List, Stevenson J, unreported), successful 

application for reinstatement of company under s 601AH(2) of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth)  – instructed by 

King & Wood Mallesons for the Plaintiffs. 

Somma Digital Agency Pty Ltd v Truck Tech Pty Ltd (NSWLC), contractual claim for unpaid invoices arising under 

a services agreement – instructed by Kain Lawyers for the defendant (ongoing).  

Led  

Callide Energy Pty Ltd v Park [2025] FCA 37 (Shariff J), contractual dispute concerning pre-emption rights in a 

joint venture agreement related to a coal-fired power station – led by Vanessa Whittaker SC, instructed by Quinn 

Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan for the fourth respondent.   



BANCO.NET.AU 

 
 

 

Forex Capital Trading Pty Ltd (in liq) v Invesus Group Limited [2024] NSWSC 867 (Ball J) (NSWSC, Equity Division, 

Commercial List), contractual dispute concerning proper construction of a Letter of Comfort – led by David Sulan 

SC and Brendan Lim, instructed by King & Wood Mallesons for the plaintiff. 

Hitchcock v Pratt Holdings Proprietary Limited as Trustee for the Pratt Family Holdings Trust (NSWSC, Equity 

Division, 2022/00115750), dispute concerning family trust – led by Christopher Withers SC, Kate Lindeman and 

Stephen Puttick, instructed by YPOL Lawyers for the plaintiff.  

In the matter of Hudson Global Resources (Aust) Pty Limited [2026] NSWSC 535 (Brereton J) – whether s 440B of 

the Act applies to notice issued s 260-5 of the Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth), relief under s 447A 

amending Part 5.3A, directions under s 90-15 of the IPSC and relief s 447A in relation to funding agreement and 

administrators’ personal liability – led by D Sulan SC, instructed by Mallesons for the plaintiff.  

In the matter of Riverina Solar Pty Ltd [2024] NSWSC 480 (Williams J), application to set aside statutory demand, 

separate question as to whether service was effective under s 459G of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) – led by 

Farid Assaf SC, instructed by Pinsent Masons for the defendant. 

Our Jim & Felicja Superfund Pty Ltd as trustee for the Jim & Felicja Superannuation Fund v Lindenfels Pte Ltd 

[2026] FCA 307 (Halley J) (five week trial in February to April 2025), acting for a director in oppression 

proceedings with allegations of breaches of statutory and equitable director’s duties – led by David Sulan SC and 

Grace Keesing, instructed by Webb Henderson for the third defendant.   

Supabarn Supermarkets Pty Ltd v Eyre Kingston Pty Ltd (in liq) [2024] NSWSC 489 (Stevenson J), application for 

leave to proceed against defendant in liquidation under s 471B of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) – led by 

Sebastian Hartford-Davis, instructed by Corrs Chambers Westgarth for the plaintiff.  

Employment  

Saipem Australia Pty Ltd v Australian Workers’ Union & Anor (Federal Court, WAD225/2024, Snaden J), urgent 

proceedings involving threatened industrial action and eligibility of workers to be represented by union – led by 

Christopher Tran, instructed by Maurice Blackburn for the first respondent (discontinued by applicant).  

Public law 

Unled 

BXI20 v Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs [2024] FedCFamC2G 1197 (Judge Given), judicial 

review of refusal of a medical treatment visa –instructed by AGS for the first respondent. 

Ghimire v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs (Administrative Review Tribunal, Senior 

Member Manetta), merits review of a decision not to revoke a mandatory cancellation of a visa –instructed by 

AGS for the first respondent. 
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NKHH v Minister for Immigration and Citizenship (Federal Court), judicial review of Tribunal decision to affirm 

non-revocation of mandatory cancellation decision under s 501CA(4) of the Migration Act 1958 (Cth), raising 

issues concerning Tribunal’s consideration of legal consequences of decision under Direction 110 – instructed by 

Legal Aid for the applicant (ongoing).   

Tauariki v Minister for Immigration and Citizenship [2026] FedCFamC2G 445 (Judge Papadopoulos), judicial 

review application concerning validity of notice given under s 501G(1) of the Migration Act 1958 (Cth) – direct 

access brief for applicant (pro bono), against P Knowles SC, N Swan and A Keevers. 

Yusuf v Minister for Immigration and Citizenship (FCFCoA (Div 2), judicial review application concerning validity 

of notice given under s 501G(1) of the Migration Act 1958 (Cth) – instructed by Legal Aid for the applicant 

(ongoing). 

Led 

Bui v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs [2025] FCA 10 (Perram J) – judicial review of 

mandatory cancellation decision – led by Zelie Heger SC for the respondent.   

Hunter Environment Lobby Inc v Minister for the Environment and Water & Anor (Federal Court, NSD711/2024, 

Thawley J) – judicial review of decision under s 75 of the EPBC Act in relation to a coal mine – led by Richard 

Lancaster SC and Zelie Heger SC, instructed by Allens for the second respondent (discontinued by applicant).  

In the matter of Toplace Property Pty Ltd (adminstrators appointed) (NSWSC, Equity Division, Corporations List, 

2023/00361112), judicial review of decision by Director of Fair Trading to issue directions under s 118(2) of the 

Property and Stock Agents Act 2002 (NSW) freezing trust accounts of a real estate licensee – led by Darrell Barnett 

for the Director of Fair Trading (settled). 

Morris v Harness Racing NSW [2024] NSWCATAD 129, alleged direct discrimination on the ground of ‘marital or 

domestic status’ under the Anti-Discrimination Act 1997 (NSW) – led by Katherine Richardson SC, instructed by 

Cadre Moss for the respondent.  

Munkara v Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd (No 4) [2024] FCA 414 (Charlesworth J), acting for four subpoenaed 

parties in relation to potential third party costs application and related subpoenas – led by Zelie Heger SC, 

instructed by Marque Lawyers.  

Pearson v State of New South Wales (LEC of NSW, 2025/00204559) – class 4 proceedings challenging the validity 

of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing) Amendment (Low and Mid Rise Housing) 2025 (NSW) – led 

by Danielle Forrester and Nicole Maddocks, instructed by Webb Henderson for the applicant (settled).  

WQKK v Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs [2024] FCA 1169 (Jackman J), judicial review, alleged 

denial of procedural fairness by Administrative Appeals Tribunal – led by Zelie Heger SC for the respondent.  
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Regulatory  

Unled 

Advice in relation to regulatory matters under the Fair Trading Act 1987 (NSW) and Funeral Funds Act 1979 (NSW) 

– instructed by the Department of Customer Service. 

Led 

ASIC v Holista Colltech Ltd [2024] FCA 244; ASIC v Holista Colltech Ltd (No 2) [2024] FCA 516 (SC Derrington J), 

civil penalty proceedings for contraventions of continuous disclosure provisions, contested penalty hearing and 

question of appropriate instalments for payment of pecuniary penalty – led by David Sulan SC, instructed by Jones 

Day for the first defendant. 

ASIC v Web3 Ventures Pty Ltd [2024] FCA 64; ASIC v Web3 Ventures Pty Ltd (Penalty) [2024] FCA 578 (Jackman 

J), civil penalty proceedings, application of financial product regime in Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) to crypto-

currency related products, contested liability and penalty hearings. Successful application for relief under s 1317S 

of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) – led by Jerome Entwisle, instructed by Gilbert + Tobin for the defendant.  

Acting for a Professional Conduct Committee in disciplinary proceedings (including internal appeal) – led by Anne 

Horvath SC. 

SELECTED CASES AS A SOLICITOR 

Acting for Australian Unity Ltd in NorthWest Healthcare Australia RE Limited v Australian Unity Funds 

Management Limited & Ors (NSWSC, 2021/171239) ([2023] NSWSC 540, [2023] NSWSC 86) – alleged breaches of 

trust and general law and statutory duties, accessorial liability, misleading or deceptive conduct (settled) 

Acting for Citibank, N.A in J Wisbey & Associates Pty Ltd v UBS AG & Ors (Federal Court, VID567/2019) – class 

action, alleged contraventions of Pt IV of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth)  

Acting for Macquarie Bank Limited in ASIC v Macquarie Bank Limited (NSD241/2022) – alleged contraventions of s 

912A of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) and s 12DB of the ASIC Act 2001 (Cth)  

Acting for Nitro Software Limited in In the matter of Nitro Software Limited [2023] NSWSC 13, proposed scheme 

of arrangement (for the target) 

Acting for the applicant/plaintiff in Sami v Minister for Home Affairs [2023] FCA 185 and NZYQ v Minister for 

Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs (High Court, P1/2023) – lawfulness of detention under 

Migration Act 1958 (Cth) 

 

PUBLICATIONS & OTHER EXPERIENCE 

John Sheahan KC and Brandon Smith, ‘Preparing and presenting evidence’ in Michael Legg (ed), Resolving Civil 

Disputes (2nd ed, 2023) 
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Brandon Smith, ‘An onus of “almost nothing”: Nathanson v Minister for Home Affairs’ on AUSPUBLAW (14 

September 2022) 

 

Brandon Smith, ‘Reconceptualising justiciability: Crafting a coherent framework for Australia’s unique 

constitutional context’ (2022) 50(3) Federal Law Review 371 

 

Brandon Smith and Andrew Ray, ‘A final resolution to the question of leave to appeal from costs orders in the 

Federal Court’ (2022) 10(3) Journal of Civil Litigation and Practice 142 

 

Brandon Smith, ‘“Strong reasons”: The Epic litigation and the primacy of public policy over exclusive jurisdiction 

clauses’ (2022) 49(5) Australian Business Law Review 291 

 

Volunteer lawyer for Homeless Persons Legal Service and Refugee and Casework Advice Service (2022-2023)  

 

Various roles at the Australian National University, including: 

• Student Editor at Federal Law Review, 2018 – 2020 

• Research Assistant to Associate Professor Will Bateman, 2019 

• Sub-editor at East Asia Forum, 2017 – 2018 

• Academic Advisor for Law at John XXIII College, 2017 – 2018 

Volunteer legal intern at: 

• ACT Legal Aid (Mar – Jun 2017) 

• Kimberley Community Legal Services, Broome (Nov – Dec 2018) 

 


